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BOOK NOTICES. 

Report of the Sixth International Geographical Congress, held in Lon- 
don, iSpj. With Maps and Illustrations. Edited by the Secre- 
taries. i8g6. London : John Murray, Albemarle Street, Berlin : 
Dietrich Reimer {Hoefer Ss" Vohsen). Paris : Hachette et Cie. 

While the two Secretaries hold themselves responsible for this 
Report, they say in their preface that the editorial work has been 
done by Dr. Mill. They rightly call attention to the fact that the 
International Geographical Congress is now a permanent institu- 
tion, in virtue of the First Resolution adopted : 

That the officers of each Congress continue to act until the organization of the 
following Congress, in order — 

(i) To carry out as far as possible the resolutions of the last Congress; 

(2) To keep up relations with the special committees which may be appointed; 

(3) To communicate with the Organizing Committee of the following Congress 
regarding all questions pending; 

(4) To present to the following Congress a report on the work done in the 
interval. 

An apology is made for delay in the publication of the volume, 
which seems, however, to have been produced with all reasonable 
speed, since it was delivered in New York, well printed and hand- 
somely bound, in less than a year from the opening of the Con- 
gress. 

The Introductory gives a brief account of previous Congresses, 
and a diary of the proceedings of the Sixth in London. The papers, 
printed in English, French, German, or Italian, as originally read, 
fill 800 pages, and there are two appendices ; one of 84 pages, con- 
taining the List of Members, the other giving the Catalogue of the 
Exhibition, in 200 pages. 

Some of the more elaborate papers are : Geography in the 
Schools and in the University, by M. Emile Levasseur; The Train- 
ing of Instructors in Geography in the University, by Dr. R. Leh- 
mann ; On the Importance of Geography in Secondary Education, 
and the Training of Teachers therein, by Andrew J. Herbertson; 
On South Polar Exploration, by Dr. G. Neumayer; Arctic Explora- 
tion, by Rear-Adm. A. H. Markham, R. N. ; Russian Explorations 
of the Maritime Route to Siberia, by Lieut. -Col. Julius de Shokal- 
sky; The Geodetic Operations of the Indian Survey, by Gen. J 
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T. Walker, late Surveyor-Gen. of India; The General Levelling of 
France, by M. Charles Lallemand ; A Brief History of the Surveys 
and of the Cartography of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, 
by A. de Smidt, late Surveyor-Gen. of the Colony; On the Geodetic 
Survey of South Africa, by Dr. David Gill, H. M. Astronomer at 
the Cape of Good Hope ; A Retrospect of Oceanography during the 
last twenty years, by J. Y. Buchanan, F.R. S. ; On Some Points 
Connected with the Orthography of Place-Names, by G. G. Chis- 
holm, M.A. ; Geographical Place-Names in Europe and the East, 
by Dr. James Burgess, C. I. E. (this paper gives the principal 
Indian, the Arabic, Turkish, Persian, Hindustani and Russian 
alphabets) ; On the State of Geographical Exploration in the West- 
ern Half of New Guinea, by Dr. C. M. Kan ; On the Morphology 
of the Earth's Surface (with a proposed terminology), by Dr. 
Albrecht Penck. 

M. Gobat presented the Report of the Committee appointed by 
the Fifth International Congress (Berne, 1891) to take measures 
for giving effect to the resolutions adopted. Of these the more 
important were : On the Plan of a Map of the World on the scale of 
1:1,000,000; on the Choice of an Initial Meridian; on the recom- 
mended adoption of the metric system in English scientific and tech- 
nical publications; on the Orthography of Geographical Names; and 
On the Creation of Geographical Bibliographies. 

Nothing has been done with regard to the choice of a meridian 
or the adoption of the metric system. In bibliography, Germany, 
Austria, Hungary and Switzerland have published in whole or in 
part their contributions, and The Netherlands had anticipated the 
resolution of the Congress by the publication in 1888 and 1889 of a 
complete bibliography in three volumes. 

Dr. Penck's project for a map of the world on the scale of 
1:1000,000 has not made much progress, but it has attracted a 
great deal of attention and criticism, and Gen. de Tillo's remarks, 
printed in the Discussion (pp. 382-386), are full of instruction. 

The matter of geographical orthography remains where it was. 
Mr. G. G. Chisholm, in his lucid paper, sketches a plan of opera- 
tions for the introduction of a consistent scheme. He would have 
this adopted by Government and other official boards, by leading 
publishers and by all authors, by missionary societies, Chambers of 
Commerce, steamship companies, foreign railway companies, etc., 
and by the daily press. A more ample programme has not been 
printed since the day of Volapuk 



